Production: Conducting Your Life Songs Interview
OVERVIEW

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do you conduct and record an
interview?
OVERVIEW
As students turn to conducting their Life Songs Interview using the questions they drafted
in Lesson 2, they identify and familiarize themselves with strategies to manage an effective
interview session. In preparation for recording their interview, students decide which recording
format they would like to use to document their interview and have a pre-interview conversation
with their interviewee. Students then practice using their chosen recording technology and then
conduct and record their Life Songs Interview. By the end of the lesson, students will have
recorded raw footage of their Life Songs Interview which in Lesson 4 will be transformed into a
final version.
This lesson is split into two parts, each of which may require a class period to cover.

What is Life Songs?
Life Songs is an intergenerational media project organized into a four lesson unit plan. Over
the course of the unit, students participate in a group singalong, identify and discuss their
favorite songs, prepare interview questions about another person’s favorite songs, and conduct
and record an interview with an adult who shares how certain songs shaped their life. The unit
culminates in students presenting a completed version of their Life Songs Interview. Through
Life Songs, students acquire beneficial skills and experience in media production while
participating in social and emotional learning activities.
OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this lesson, students will:
2. MASTERY OBJECTIVE:

1. KNOW (KNOWLEDGE):

• Students will be able to conduct and record an
informative interview using recording technology.

• The concept of production and what the
production process entails
• Strategies for leading a successful conversation
with an interviewee
• The procedure to successfully document an
interview using recording technology
• The technology of audio and video recordings
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ACTIVITIES

MOTIVATIONAL ACTIVITY
1. Display Image 1, Production Process Outline. Remind students about the steps in the media
production process and that in this session they will focus on Step 2: Production. Ask
students:
•

What sort of tasks might be needed for Step 2: Production knowing that Life Songs is
an interview project?

•

What “raw footage” will you be creating?

PROCEDURE:
Part 1: Preparing for the Interview
1. Instruct students to retrieve their Handout
- Interviewee Brainstorm Worksheet from
Lesson 2 and review both the information
they provided in the blanks and the 3-5
questions they created based on that
information.
2. Explain to students that based on their
interviewee’s responses to their written
questions, they will likely need to ask a
follow-up question that won’t be written
down ahead of time. Similar to the role of
a broadcast journalist, talk show host, or
podcaster, students can be prepared by
utilizing some tips from the media industry.

allow you to be flexible during the
interview? (Structure, spontaneity)
•

4. Display Image 3 - Audio and Video
Recordings. Ask students:
•

What do these recordings capture and
what is the main difference between
them?

•

For your Life Songs Interview, what
do you want to capture? Will you be
capturing only audio or both audio
and video? (Depending on resources
and grade, the teacher may deem it
necessary to assign the technology
that students will use to conduct their
interview.)

•

What technology will you use to
capture your Life Songs Interview?
(Examples with appropriate software:
mobile phone, tablet, laptop or desktop
computer, and audio/video recording
equipment.)

3. Display Image 2 - Tips for Conducting a Great
Interview. Ask students:
•

What is a word you notice frequently in
these tips? (Conversation)

•

Who should be steering the
conversation and keeping it on track
during the interview? (The student)

•

Although you are steering the
conversation and keeping it on track,
what are the two “s” words that will

What kind of questions should you
ask depending on your interviewee’s
answers? (Follow-up questions)
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5. Distribute Handout - Pre-Interview Creative
Decisions and Conversation and review as
a class. (This could also be assigned as
homework in preparation for part 2 of the
lesson.) Instruct students that they need
to both answer the creative decisions
and contact their interviewee ahead of
the interview session. (While a personal
conversation is suggested, students can
connect with their interviewee via email.)
Part 2: Testing the Technology and Conducting
the Interview
6. Distribute Handout - Testing the Technology
and Conducting the Interview. Explain to
students that they will need to test the
technology for their Life Songs Interview in
class and prior to recording their interview.
7. Read the first page of the handout together
as a class. Ask students:
•

Are there any additional questions that
you would add to this list? (List any
additional questions on the board and
have students transcribe them to the
handout.)

8. Pair students up. Instruct students to
take some time to test their technology.
Each student should take turns being the
interviewee for their partner. Afterward, ask
students:
•

Did you discover any difficulties with
your technology? If so, what were they?
(Aim to troubleshoot any issues in class
with the benefit of the entire class
working together.)

•

Are there any other questions we
should add to the handout to aid
in the testing process? (List any
additional questions on the board and
have students transcribe them to the
handout.)

9. Read the second page of the handout
together as a class. Ask students:
•

Are there any additional steps that
you would add to this list? (List any
additional steps on the board and
have students transcribe them to the
handout.)

SUMMARY ACTIVITY
1. Review Handout - Testing the Technology and Conducting the Interview together as a class one
more time. Then, assign students to conduct their Life Songs Interview outside of class.
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S TA N D A R D S

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing (K-12)
Production and Distribution of Writing 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Production and Distribution of Writing 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained
research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (K-12)
Comprehension & Collaboration 1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of
conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language (K-12)
Language 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general
academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term
important to comprehension or expression.
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RESOURCES

HANDOUTS
•

Handout - Pre-Interview Creative Decisions
and Conversation

•

Handout - Testing the Technology and
Conducting the Interview
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